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TRAFFIC LAB 


Report: The country’s worst 
congestion is in Everett 


TRAFFIC SCORECARD | Heavy traffic in both directions 
on I-5 plus pinch points in the city equal driving misery. 


By MIKE LINDBLOM 
Seattle Times transportation reporter 


Usually, a world-class city like Los Ange- 
les, New York or Washington, D.C., springs 
to mind when people think of debilitating 


traffic. 


But this year’s INRIX Global Traffic Score- 


card, released Monday night, spreads its 
infamy to a small Northwest city. 


“Commuters around Everett, Washing- 
ton, spent more time stuck in traffic than 
anyone else,” according to commentary by 
the Kirkland-based transportation data and 


navigation company. 


Thatjudgment, based on the proportion 
of peak commuting time spent in stop-and- 


go traffic, meshes with other measures. 
Washington state’s data say I-5 morning 
drivers from Everett to Seattle needed 94 
minutes to reliably make the 24-mile trip on 
time, as of 2016. That worsened from 85 
minutes in 2014, and 76 minutes in 2012. 

And that doesn’t include minutes on the 
tight, aging Highway 2 trestle from Lake 
Stevens and Snohomish, or the crowded 
cross streets such as 128th Street Southwest 
to homes in the Mariner, McCollum Park 
and Silver Firs areas. 

In addition, the Greater Seattle region, 
from Lynnwood to Kent, ascended from 
10th to ninth-most-congested among large 
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Traffic jams up on northbound Interstate 5 through downtown Everett, toward the Marine View Drive exit, on Tuesday. 


America’s most 
congested 


The 10 major cities where drivers in 
2017 faced the most hours of peak-time 
delay, compared to free-flowing traffic. 


Rank City Hours 
1. Los Angeles 102 
2. New York 91 
3. San Francisco 79 
4. Atlanta 70 
5: Miami 64 
6. Washington, D.C. 63 
T: Boston 60 
8. Chicago S 
9. Seattle 55 
10. Dallas 54 
Source: INRIX 
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Buckle up: 


Market 
hits speed 
bump 


STOCKS PLUNGE 
IN RAPID ONE-DAY SELL-OFF 


Investors alarmed as gains 
for the year vanish 


By STAN CHOE 
The Associated Press 

NEW YORK — The long, smooth, 
record-setting ride on Wall Street is 
over. The stock-market pullback that 
experts had been saying was long 
overdue has finally come. 

Investor fears about higher inter- 
est rates escalated into rapid, com- 
puter-generated selling Monday that 
wiped out all the market’s gains for 
the year. At one point, the Dow 
Jones industrial average was down 
1,597 points, dropping 1,000 points 
in less than an hour, and it ended 
with its worst day in more than six 
years: down 1,175.21 points, or 
4.6 percent, at 24,345.75. 

The Standard & Poor’s 500 index 
fell 4.1 percent Monday and it is now 
down nearly 8 percent from its re- 
cord high, set a little more than a 
week ago. 

Market professionals warn that the 
selling could continue for a bit. But 
many are also quick to say they see 
no recession looming, and they ex- 
pect the strengthening global econo- 
my and healthy corporate earnings 
to help stock prices recover. 

“The reasons for the increase in 
rates is the stronger economy,” said 
Ernie Cecilia, chief investment offi- 
cer at Bryn Mawr Trust. “The reasons 
are positive. It’s not as if something 
like 2008 or financial Armageddon is 
coming.” 

The trigger for the sell-off came at 
the end of this past week when a 
government report showed that 
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GROWING SHORTAGE | Direct-care jobs are already tough to fill, and Trump’s 
immigration policies and rhetoric already may be discouraging potential workers. 


If immigrants are pushed out, 


No winter lull for home 
sales in King County 


“YEAR-ROUND MARKET’ 


from 11 to 17 percent across the 
south end of King County. 


who will care for the elderly? 


By PAULA SPAN 
The New York Times 

In Dallas, a 93-year-old is wor- 
ried about the woman who, for 
years, has come to her house four 
days a week to help with shopping, 
laundry, housecleaning and driv- 
ing. “She’s just a wonderful person, 
someone I feel I can trust complete- 
ly,” said the older woman. 

But because her helper is a Mexi- 
can immigrant who entered the 
country illegally, both women 
increasingly fear that she'll be de- 
tained and deported. (Names are 
withheld here for that reason.) 

“If this woman gets pulled over 
today, who will help my mother 
tomorrow?” asked her daughter, a 
lawyer in Oakland, California. 

In New York City, Mary DiGangi, 
the human resources director at the 
Menorah Center for Rehabilitation 


Norma, from El Salvador, cares for her neighbor, 91, in Burbank, 
See > ELDERLY, a5 California. At least one in four direct-care workers is foreign-born. 


JENNA SCHOENEFELD / THE NEW YORK TIMES 


January prices surge 
20 percent compared 
with a year earlier 


By MIKE ROSENBERG 
Seattle Times business reporter 

The King County real-estate 
market finished 2017 as the prici- 
est year in history. And 2018 is off 
to an even hotter start. 

Single-family-home prices 
across the county surged nearly 
20 percent in January compared 
with a year prior, the biggest such 
annual increase in two years, 
according to monthly home-sale 
data released Monday by the 
Northwest Multiple Listing Ser- 
vice. 

The price increases left no area 
untouched: Home values grew 
28 percent in the northern part of 
the county, 19 percent in Seattle, 
18 percent on the Eastside, and 


Seattle’s median price hit 
$757,000, the most ever, surpass- 
ing the previous record set last 
summer. 

In West Bellevue, the region’s 
priciest area, prices surged an 
unthinkable 93 percent in a year, 
hitting a record high of $2.72 mil- 
lion for the median house. 

The typical price across the 
Eastside — $938,000 — was just a 
couple of hundred bucks shy of 
the record set a month prior. 

Looking for something cheap- 
er? Unfortunately, there’s more 
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